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February 10,2006 

FCC 
Office of Secretary 
445 12‘~  Street sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: CC Docket No. 02-6 
Reauest for Review 

504 E. Price Street 
Sylvester, GA 31791 

Phone (229) 776-8600 
Fax (229) 776-8603 

Applicant Name: 
Billed Entity Number: 127529 
471 Application Number: 449655 
Funding Request Number(s): 
USAC Correspondence Dated: December 28,2005 

Worth County School District 

1284498,1284559, 128941 1,1289575, 1289783 

Dear Sirs or Madams; 

The Worth County School District filed a Letter of Appeal on November 23, 2005 with the 
Universal Service Fund, Schools and Library Division (USAC) for the above referenced 471 
Application Number and Funding Request Numbers. The appeal was denied on December 28, 
2005. We believe that the appeal decision was made in error due to the SLD not correctly 
interpreting the information provided by the Worth County School District during the PIA review. 

The issue involves the ineligibility of Pre-K students and facilities in the State of Georgia. The 
Worth County School District had included Pre-K students in the total student count in their 
original form 471. Later it was discovered that Pre-K students are ineligible as “bonified” students 
in accordance with laws of the State of Georgia or in accordance with the No Child Left Behind 
Act. 

We do not contest the fact that Pre-K facilities and telecommunications services are ineligible for 
USF reimbursement in the State of Georgia. We do, however, contest the methodology utilized by 
SLD in reducing the amount requested in the 471 application. It appears that SLD imposed a 
reduction in funding requests to all services throughout the entire school system rather than 
reducing the amount requested for only one elementary school housing Pre K students and eligible 
elementary students. 



c During the PIA review the Worth County School District was asked to provide the number of 
ineligible Pre-K students. The school district submitted the information requested in a timely 
manner and provided an analysis of elementary and Pre-I( students at Sylvester Elementary 
School, the only school in the school district that has attendance of Pre-K students. During the 
PIA review it was stated that eligible”elOiridiff$ry‘3tudents at the Sylvester Elementary School 
accounted for 77% of the student population. The SLD took the percentage, 77%, of eligible 
students attending the Sylvester Elementary School and app!ied that percentage to the entire school 
district, thereby reducing all funding requests by 23% fov the entire district and to all services. 
(Please note that one exception exists in the utilization of 77%. For FRN 1284498 a percentage of 
71% (page 3 of Supplementary Information) was utilized for some unknown reason and the 
funding request was reduced by 29% for that service.) The SLD was incorrect in applying the 23% 
or the 29% reduction to all funding requests. Information was provided in attachment 21 or the 
originally filed Form 471 that allocated telecommunication and Internet services on a per school / 
site basis. With the information provided in the original Form 471 and with the answers furnished 
during the PIA review, the SLD should have applied the reduction in funding requests to only the 
Sylvester Elementary School applicable requests for funding contained in FRN 1284559 and FRN 
1289575. The correct calculations for the two (2) FRN’s can be found in Exhibit B and Exhibit D. 
We are attaching separate Exhibits to demonstrate the appropriate methodology in calculating 
eligible services and reimbursement amounts. 

Complicating matters further, we have found that the actual eligible student percentage (rounded 
down to the nearest whole number) at Sylvester Elementary is 76.1%, rather than 77%. We have 
utilized the corrected percentage (76.1%) in the calculations in Exhibits B and D. 

Table 1 reflects the calculation of the Worth County School District’s student count and F&R 
Lunch Program percentages as submitted originally and the student count and F&R Lunch 
Program percentages after deducting the Pre-K student count at Sylvester Elementary School. 
Exhibits A through E utilizes the resultant numbers arrived in Table 1 and the numbers found in 
Supplementary Information (pages 1 -7) to calculate the correct hnding commitments that should 
have been granted from SLD. 

It is obvious that an error was made on the part of SLD in determining the funding commitment 
and we realize that SLD could have misinterpreted the information provided by the Worth County 
School District. Regardless of the circumstances surrounding the reasons for utilization of 
incorrect percentages or miscalculations, we now request a review from FCC regarding this matter 
and, hopefully, the problems encountered during the application process can be reconciled and the 
appropriate funding decision will be made. 

Thank you in advance for your due diligence and consideration in this Request for Review. 

Sincerely, 

4 d U  
Gary L. Russell, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 



Table 1 
Worth County School District 

Comparison of Original Student Count Filed on 471 Application and Student Count Revised During PIA Review 

(Originally (Originally 
(Originally submitted on submitted 

submitted on Form 471) (Originally on Form (Revised 
Form 471) Number of submitted on 471) on PIA 
Number of Students Form 471) Percentage Review) 

intity Eligible Eligible for F % Eligible I F  Dismunt per Pre-K' 
lumber Name of Eligible Site Students & R Lunch 8 R Lunch SLD Matrix Students 

34598 Holley Elementary School 472 353 74.8% 90% 0.00 

34597 Sylvester Elementary School 586 375 64 0% 80% 140.00 

1 6E+07 Worth County BUS Shop 0 00 0 GO 00% - 0 00 

34599 Worth County CIS Academy 0.00 0.00 

34596 Worth County High School 1,193 615 

34602 W O ~  County Middle School 996 633 

34601 Worn County Primary School 852 ~ 572 

1.6E+07 Eduratmn 0.ooi 0.00 

1.6E+07 OflCe 0.00, 0.00 

~ 

Worn County Board of 

W O ~  County Special Ed 

Total Students 

System Wide Average 
Dismunt 

4.099 2,548 

Reduction in Weighted 
Predismunt (Revised on (Revised on (Revised Student 

(Revised Amount for % of School's PIA Review) PIA on PIA Count for 
on PIA Services (Pre. Students Number of Review) Review) % Pupose of 

Review) K I Total Eligible for Students % Eligible - Dismunt System 
Eligible Student SLD Student Eligible for F F 8 R per SLO Discount 

Students Count) Count 8RLunch Lunch Matrix Rate 

472 ~ 

446 

0.00 

0.0% - 0.00 0.00 

51.6% 80% 0.00 1,193 

63.6% 80% 0.00 996 

67.1% 80% 0.00 852 

0.0% - 0.00 ~ 

0.0% - 0.00 

3,959 

0.0% 100.0% 353 

23.9% 76.1% 301 

0.0% 0.00 

0.0% 0.00 

0.0% 100.0% 615 

0.0% 100.0% 633 

0.0% 100.0% 572 

0.0% 

0.0% 

2,474 

74.8% 90% 424 8 

80% 356.8 67.5% 

0.0% - 
0.0% - 

51.6% 80% 954.4 

63.6% 80% 796.8 

67.1% 80% 681 6 

0.0% - 

Thesystem average of 81% applies to the Worth County Bus Shop, Worth County CIS Academy, Worth County Board of Education and Worth 
County Special Ed Oftice. The CIS Academy has daily students, but the student count is reflected in other schools since the students are only sent 
to be CIS Academy for disciplinary reasons for a short term. The Worth County Board Office does not have any students. 



Exhibit A 
Worth Cwnty Schcd District 

Services Requested on 471 Application FRN 1284498 with Original, Revised Amounk After PIA Review, and Corrected Amount Based on Revised Student Count 

Entity 
lumber m e  of Eliglble Site 

34598 Holley Elementary Schwl 

34597 Sylvester Elementary Schwl 

6024127 Worth County Bus Shop 

34599 Wow County CIS Academy 

34596 Worn County High Schwl 

34602 Wwth County Middle School 

34601 Worth County Primary Schoo 

Worth County Board of 

Worth County Special Ed 

6033124 Education 

6033125 office 

Total 

FRN 1284498 

Funding 
Pre-discount Cmmitmen 

Amwnt Funding Request afle 
're-discwnt Pre-discount Correctly Funding Cmmitment Correct Pre-l 

Amount Amount Allocated Cmmltment Request Reduction 
cquested on Revised by after Pre-K Request on Revised by and NSLP 
Driginal471 PIA Review Reduction Original 471 , PIA Review (81%) 

30245.28 21,578.64 30,245.28 24.498.68 17,478 70 24,498.61 

i 30.245.28 $ 21,578.64 $ 30,245.28 S 24,498.68 $ 17,478.70 $ 24,498.61 

Notes 

le amount requested is for plain old telephone service and does not 
!we the Pre-K pmgram Sin- the pmgram has a separate phone line a 
B cost of the phone line was never included in the odginai funding 
quest. 



Exhibit B 
Wwth County School District 

Services Requested on 47t Application FRN 1284559 with Original, Revised Amounts After PIA Review, and Corrected Amount Based on Revised Student Count 
~~ ~ 

FRN 1284559 

Funding 
PredisLwnt Commitment 

Amwnt Funding Request affer 
'rediscount Pre-dlocwnt Correctly , Funding Commitment Correct Pre-K 

Amount Amwnt Allocated Cmmltment Request , Reduction 
equested on, Revlsed by afler PreK ~ Request on Revised by , and NSLP 
lriginal471 PIA Review Reductlon ' Original 471 PIA Review (81%) 

, 38,400.00 $ 29,568.00 ' $ 38,400.00 $ 31.104.00 $ 23.950.08 $ 31,104.00 

38,400.00 29,568.00 29,222.40 31,104.00 23,950.08 23.670.14 

EnUty 
Number Name &Eligible Site Notes 

Amount is reduced because of P e K  students enrolled at this facilw. 
Table 1 demonstrates that a 23.9% redudon isdue because of PreK 
student count. 

34598 

34597 

18024127 

34599 

34596 

34602 

34601 

16033124 

160331 25 

Hoiky Elementary School 

Sylvester Elementary Schwi 

Worth County Bus Shop 

Worth County CIS Academy 

Wcdh County High Schml 

Worth County Middle School 

Worth County Pnmary Schm 

Worth County Board of 
€ducat ion 

Worth County Special Ed 
mce 



Exhibit C 

E d h l  
Number Name d Eligible Site 

34598 

34597 

16024127 

34599 

34596 

34602 

34601 

16033124 

16033125 

FRN 1289411 

Funding 
Pre-discwnt Commitment 

Amwnt Funding Request after 
Pre-discount Pre-discwnt Correctly Funding Commitment Correct PreK 

Amwnt Amwnt Allocated Commitment Request Reduction 
Requested on Revised by after Pre-K Request on Revised by and NSLP 
Original 471 PIA Review Reduction Original 471 PIA Review (81%) NdeS 

Holley Elementary School 

Sylvester Elementary Schwl 

WOfihCountyBusShop 

Worth County CIS Academy 

WOnh County High School 

Worth County Middle School 

Worn County Primary SchW 

WOdh County BOard of 
Education 

I 
! 
~ 

Funding request is for cellular phone sewice. Pre-K does not utilize any 
, 28,701.36 ' 22,100.04 ~ 28,701.36 23,248.10 17,901.03 1 23,248.10 cellularphone Sewice and isnotsubject toa reduction. 

Total 

Worth County Special Ed 
Office 

$ 28,701.36 , $ 22,100.04 ~ $ 28,701.36 ' $ 23,248.10 , $ 17,901.03 , $ 23,248.10 



Exhibit D 

FRN 1289575 
! 

Funding 
Pre-dlscount Commibnant 

Ancunt Funding Request after 
're-diswunt , Pre-diswunt Correctly Funding Commitment Correct Pre-K 

Amount ~ Amount Allocated Commlhnent Request Redudon 
equested on' Revised by ~ after Pre-K Request on ' Revised by and NSLP 
)rlginal471 , PIA Review , Reduction Origlnal471 , PiAReview (81%) 

i 18,000.00 ' $ 13,860.00 ~ $ 18.ooO.00 $ 14,580.00 , $ 11.226.60 $ 14.580.00 

14,580.00 ' 11,226.60 11,095.38 
~ 

WORh County School Oirtr id 
Services Requested on 471 Application FRN 1289575 with Original. Revised Amounts After PIA Review, and Corrected Amount Eased on Revised Student Count 

Notes 

Amount is rsduced because of Pre-K students enroiled at this faciiify. 
Table 1 demonstrates that a 23.9% reduction is due because Of Pre-K 
student counl. 

Entity 
lumber Name of Eligible Site 

34598 Hoiley Elementary School 

34597 Sylvester Elementary School 

5024127 Worth County Bus Shop 

34599 Worth County CIS Academy 

34596 Worth County Hlgh School 

34602 Worth County Middle School 

34601 Worth County Pnmary Schoo 

Worth County Board of 

Worth County Special Ed 

6033124 Education 

6033125 OfllCe 

18,00000 13,86000 

18,00000 13,86000 

18.W 00 13,860 00 

1 8 , W  00 13,860 00 

18.OWOO 13,86000 

18,000.00 13,860.00 ~ 13,698.00 

18,000.00 ' 13,860.00 18.000.00 

18.ooO.00 

18.000.00 

18,ooO.W 

18,000.00 

18,W.oO 

18.OOO.00 13,860.00 18,000.00 

i 162,000.00 , S 124,740.00 $ 157.698.00 

14,580.00 ~ 11,226.60 14,580.00 

14,580.00 ~ 11,226.60 14,580.00 

14,580.00 11,226.60 , 14,580.00 

14,580.00 11.226.60 ' 14.580.00 

14.580.00 11,226.60 ~ 14.580.00 

14,580.00 11,226.60 ' 14,580.00 

14.580.00 , 11.226.60 14,580.00 

131,220.00 1 $101.039.40 $ 127,735.38 



E> 
Worth Cwnty School District 

Services Requested on 4771 Application FRN 128941 1 with Original. Revised Amounts After PIA Review, and Corrected Amwnt Based on Revised Student C w n t  

Entity 
Number Name of Eligible Site 

ibit E 

Requested on Revioed by after Pre-K Request on Revised by and NSLP 
Original 471 PIA Review Reduction Original 471 PIA Review (81%) Notes 

34598 

34597 

16024127 

34599 

34596 

34602 

34601 

16033124 

16033125 

5,839.10 

FRN 1289411 

Funding 
Pre-discount ~ Commitment 

Amount Funding Request after 
PrediSCOunt Pre-discwnt ~ Correctly Funding Commitment Correct Pre-K 

Amount Amount Allocated Cmmitment Reauest Reduction 

Funding request is for long distance phone service. Pre-K has separate 
phone lines and associated long distance charges mal were never 
included in the Original 471 requests. Therefore. this FRN should not be 
subjeclto a reduction. 

Holley Elementary School 

Sylvester Elementary School 

Worth County Bus Shop 

Worth County CIS Academy 

Worth County High School 

Worth County Middle School 

Worth County Pnmary School 

Worth County Board of 
Education 7,208.76 5,550.72 

Worth County Special Ed 

7,208.76 5,839.10 4,496.08 

. .  
















